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The Hollins in Burnley, UK, is a historic house located on Higher Brunshaw, known for its 
association with Lady O'Hagan. However, it was also the childhood home of Philip Gilbert 
Hamerton, a renowned literary figure, who lived there with his father's two unmarried sisters 
and their mother. Hamerton described The Hollins as a picturesque estate, surrounded by a 
rocky and beautiful trout stream. He had a passion for landscape beauty, which was reflected in 
his work as a writer, linguist, and art and architecture connoisseur. Despite living most of his life 
in France, Hamerton never forgot The Hollins and Burnley, which he considered to be his 
earthly paradise. He visited The Hollins in 1882 with his family, and his children insisted on 
seeing the room where their father's study once was. The estate was sequestrated from the 
Cunliffe family, but there is no record of when The Hollins was built. Despite various alterations, 
external and internal, over the years, the house retains much of its old character. However, 

some changes have gone too far in the same direction. 


By Donald Jay 


